Present Use/Future Plans

The upper level is used for exhibitions
and displays as well as an area for
seminars and workshops.

The lower level will house the
collection that is open for public
viewing as well as storage for archival
materials, listening areas, research
computers, and office space.

Partnerships

The Ozarks Heritage Research Center
partners with:

e  Missouri State University-West
Plains

e Ozarks Studies Symposium

o West Plains Council on the Arts
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The Mission

The mission of the Missouri State University
-West Plains Ozarks Heritage Research
Center is to acquire and make accessible a
variety of materials to promote critical

study of the Ozarks.

The Center

e Sponsors speakers, professional

conferences, and workshops.

e Promotes educational resources,

particularly for the region’s communities.

e Collaborates with partners from outside
the university including other institutions

focusing on the Ozarks.

e Serves as a repository for Ozarks scholars
and authors, especially those who focus

on the eastern Ozarks.

Scope

The Ozarks Heritage Research Center is
committed to preserving the work of
Ozarks scholars and authors. Materials
preserved in the collection are meant to
serve scholarly researchers, regional
history enthusiasts, and students. To this
end, the Research Center seeks to collect
and make available documents and visual
sources that represent the history and
cultural heritage of the southern Missouri
Ozarks more specifically, the south-central
and southeast Missouri Ozarks. The Ozarks
Heritage Research Center seeks to play a
role in the broader research community by
building collections in historical and
cultural collections not available anywhere

else.

The ultimate goal of the Ozarks Heritage
Research Center is to create an archival
presence in the southern Missouri Ozarks,
one that fills a much-needed niche in
professional historical and cultural
services and promotes a critical study of
the region by students at all education
levels, professional scholars from both
inside and outside the Ozarks region, and

regional history enthusiasts.

Donors

The Ozarks Heritage Research Center accepts dona-

tions of materials that pertain to the history and cul-

ture of the Ozarks. This list, which is subjective and

not definitive, illustrates the wide range of materials

accepted by the center and those materials most use-

ful for researchers and history enthusiasts:

e Books

e Diaries

e Digital materials

e Manuscripts

e Maps

e Music

e Newspaper clippings

e Oral history tapes/CDs (include identifying in-
formation)

e Personal/professional papers and/or corre-
spondence

e Photographs (with subjects/locations identified)
e Public records
e Prints

e Sound recordings

Preserving and conserving materials for research
and archival purposes is the most expensive opera-
tion of a depository. Donors who are able to assist us
by making grants or establishing endowments to-
ward the arrangement, cataloging, digitization (for
online access), and/or conservation of materials are
encouraged to speak with a member of the Research
Center Advisory Board.



